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THE BIBLICAL CALENDAR 


In order to fully understand and appreciate the feasts dates being appointed times given by G-d, 
it is important to understand the biblical calendar that G-d gave us. There are two primary 
calendars in the Bible. The first is called the civil calendar and is used from Genesis 1:1 to 
Exodus 12. The first month in the civil calendar is Tishrei. Rosh HaShanah (the Jewish New 
Year), the first day in the civil calendar, is the beginning of the new year. The second —" 
is used from Exodus 12 to Revelation 22. G-d established the religious calendar in Exodus 12:2, 
as it is written, "This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the fi rst month 
of the new year to you." The month that G-d was referring to was the month of Aviv (Exodus 
13:4), which is now called the month of Nisan. Prior to G-d's establishing the month of Nisan as 
the first month in the religious calendar, it was the seventh month in the civil calendar. G-d gave 
the religious calendar so we could understand that these feast, which He gave and which are 
His appointed times and foreshadow important events in the redemption, would happen on the 
days He ordained on the religious calendar. These important days on the religious calendar are 
the same days that He gave as festivals in Leviticus 23. 






Another understanding for G-d giving the civil calendar and a religious calendar is that everyone 
who accepts the Messiah (Yeshua) into his heart by faith experiences two birthdays. Just like 
Tishrei 1 is the first day on the civil calendar and Nisan 1 is the first day on the religious 
calendar, everyone who accepts the Messiah (Yeshua) into his life has a physical (civil) birthday 
when he is born into the world and a spiritual (religious) birthday the day he accepts the 
Messiah into his life. The following chart illustrates both types of calendars, showing the names 
of the months in the biblical calendar: 





The Biblical Calendar 
Civil i Calendar Religious Calendar 
x: anten 
3. Kislev 
4. Tevet 
5. Shevat 
6. Adar 
8. lyar 8 Cheshvan 
9. Sivan 9. Kislev 
10. Tammuz 10. Tevet 
11. Av 11. Shevat 


12. Elul i 12. Adar 
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